
Sandee Heighton 
 
In 30 years in the classroom, Sandee Heighton has stitched together an incredible 

“quilt” of experiences with students, families and coworkers. It so happens that one of 

her most memorable experiences during her years of teaching was a zero hour quilting 

class, in which all the students in third and fourth grade made quilts. 

 

She initially taught in the Kent School District, then switched to Tahoma where her own 

children were attending, and took a job teaching second grade at Lake Wilderness 

Elementary. Sandee has taught all levels from kindergarten through fifth grade. “I really 

appreciate the experience of knowing all the grades,” she said. “It has helped me know 

where children are in my grade level and how to scale back or challenge students.” 

Sandee said she appreciates the parent friends she made through the years, who also 

cared for her own children while she worked. She is most proud of earning her 

master’s degree from Lesley University. “It was a lot of fun, and applied directly to the 

classroom -- and the same for achieving my National Board (Certification).” 

“Sandee brings a deep love of taking learning and making it come alive for kids,” said 

Scott Mitchell, who has worked with her for many years and who will be the next 

principal of Shadow Lake. “Whether it is science, reading, or writing, Sandee was able 

to find that extra hands-on experience or that outside-the-box fun to make the 

learning most enjoyable for students.” 

“As a teaching partner and grade level colleague for much of my career, it was 

Sandee’s true empathy and compassion for kids and staff that was a bright spot in our 

school.  Sandee brings about the true caring nature of our school community and her 

passion for teaching the whole child will be greatly missed,” Scott continued. “ I wish 

you the best with all the ambitions and hopes you have as you step away from what 

has been an amazing career in Tahoma.” 

Elementary Literacy Specialist Shelly Huylar, who also worked with Sandee, described 

her as “an amazing educator; an educator who has been committed to deepening her 

own content knowledge and has demonstrated a passion for her subject matter. She 

has always been open to new learning, taking on new grade levels, and providing 

leadership in different ways,” Shelly said. “Over the years, she has instilled in students 

a belief in themselves. She has created learning environments that challenge and 

engage students, and has cultivated caring relationships.” 

 

“Sandee has always been reflective about her practice and has worked tirelessly for 

each and every child,” she continued. “Sandee has SO many gifts, and in retirement I 

know that she will continue to search out new and exciting adventures. She deserves 

this gift of time! I also want her to know how very lucky each of her students has been 

to have her dedication as a teacher! Sandee, you have made a difference!” 

Retirement for Sandee promises the chance to travel, and to see her grandchildren 

more. She hopes to cycle in Europe and take art classes while abroad. And, she hopes 

to move to a state with better weather for golfing and other outdoor activities. Sandee, 

we wish you sunny days full of family, art and new memories to sew into the beautiful 

quilt of your life! 


