
Paul Rempfer 
 
Paul Rempfer began his career in education began in the mid-’80s, as a junior high/middle 

school teacher. In the years since, he has served as a principal, assistant principal, theater 

director, coach, club adviser and in other roles. He is known by his students and peers as 

someone who cares deeply. 

 

“Paul has the biggest heart,” fellow teacher Joscelyn Strasser said. He “cares about every 

student who crosses his path; he cheers them on, believes in them, and wants the best for 

them. He creates a place for them to feel welcome and invites them into a community if 

they need a place to belong. I don’t know a teacher who cares about the well-being and 

success of his students more than Paul.” 

 

Leanne Shipley, who also taught with Paul, said that his students always enjoyed having 

him as their teacher. On nice days, he would frequently come into class with his leather 

jacket on and his “biker persona,” Leanne recalled, noting that it was fun to watch kids’ 

responses to that. “Paul is always willing to share stories and experiences with his students 

and they appreciated him for that.” Jill Evans, who said she has enjoyed working with Paul, 

said she admires his kind and caring approach to his students. The students particularly 

enjoyed that he kept coffee and Cup of Noodles stocked to share, she added. 

 

Paul began working for Tahoma eight years ago as a New Visions/credit retrieval teacher 

and American Studies. For the last three years, he has also been the manager of the 

Performing Arts Center, and throughout his time in Tahoma he built sets for THS theatre 

productions and directed fall plays.  

 

“When I initially came to Tahoma I could almost feel the positive, caring climate.  Like most 

teachers, I guess, my most meaningful experiences revolve around seeing the growth in my 

students and having the great, great privilege of helping them grow. The greatest 

memories I will have of Tahoma all center around a loving, caring, and rigorous academic 

culture,” Paul said. “My real sense of accomplishment came as a director.  It was always 

very fulfilling to watch young performers go from raw and awkward in their roles on-stage 

to very believable characters. I will miss that a LOT!” 

 

Before teaching in Tahoma, he worked in four other districts, including Auburn, Sumner, 

Bethel (twice) and Cascade. Paul was an assistant principal and principal for 14 years 

before returning to teaching. Although he is retiring, his wife will continue to teach for a 

few more years, so Paul will continue to work part-time for Tahoma with more time for his 

hobbies, including riding his motorcycle around the country, traveling with his wife, and 

spending time raising and training their new golden retriever puppy, Conn.                

“I am grateful for my time at Tahoma — grateful for the opportunity to teach and be part of 

something very, very special — at least for me.  In my 35-year career, I have never worked 

with such caring professionals in a culture that truly, truly values and respects 

students.  These last eight years have been the best, most fulfilling, meaningful and 

productive of my career, and I want to thank you all for taking me into your community.  I 

have felt valued, respected and yes, loved, during my time here.  I will never, never forget 

my time here and I will remember it as the greatest time of my career.” 

We’re so grateful that you chose to spend the end of your career with us, Paul, and for the 

way you cared for each of your students. We wish you a wonderful retirement! 


