

2011-2012 I "PAWS" to read
Parent Information Summary
The Shadow Lake PTA is excited to present another great year of reading for the students of our school.  The I “PAWS” to read program will be seeing a few changes and updates for the 2011-2012 school year and this packet is designed to help new and ongoing students understand all the rules and expectations of the program.

First of all SLES PTA would like to introduce Lorie Thomas as a new co-chair of the program.  Lorie is an enthusiastic addition to the PAWS program and as a parent with younger students; she will help insure the continuity of the program as the current chair’s children begin to grow out of the SLES community.
Please review the following pages for everything you and your student needs to participate and enjoy the rewards of the I PAWS to Read program.
Sincerely,
Lorie Thomas and Michelle Behrendt
PAWS coordinators

There is no substitute for books in the life of a child.




--Mary Ellen Chase


2011-2012 PAWS 
PROGRAM OUTLINE
The PAWS program will run from October-May just as in years past:  
This means, students start logging their reading beginning October 1st, and complete a monthly PAWS log sheet for medallion eligibility monthly.  Kids are expected to read at least 20 minutes each day for any 20 days of the month.  This reading is logged on the PAWS reading log and turned in by the 3rd of the month following the reading.   For example:  October reading logs are due no later than November 3rd.  The only exception is when there is no school on the 3rd day of the month.  Logs will then be due the first school day following the 3rd.  Occasionally log due dates will be extended due to school breaks or unexpected changes in the schedule.  These changes will be announced either via kid mail or phone messages through our in school messaging system. 
Reading Logs:

Just like last year, the logs will have open paw prints for students to record the number of minutes they have read for the day.  At the end of the month they can add up their total minutes and turn the log into their teacher, or the office collection box.  Kids are welcome to fill in the entire log with reading, but remember there must be at least 20 days with 20 minutes or more to count toward the monthly prize requirement.  There is no minimum total for monthly minutes; but there are daily minimum requirements.
PAWS Tracking:
Each month, PAWS volunteer’s record the logs turned in and complete a spreadsheet for each teacher.  Prizes are handed out to the teachers based on this spreadsheet.  If at any time you have questions regarding your student’s participation in the program, both the teachers and PAWS administrators should be able to give you the reading totals for your child.  Please contact your teacher via their school email address or contact Michelle Behrendt or Lorie Thomas at the email addresses below.

Prizes:
This year, we are introducing a terrific new monthly reward for PAWS.  Kids will earn buttons to be attached to a wrist length lanyard for each month of reading.  The lanyards have the “I “PAWS” to Read!” logo and have a claw attachment to hook onto the kid's backpacks, lunchboxes, or coats.  Each month the button will be different so by the end of the year, the kids can earn up to 7 different buttons to be added to their lanyard.  The lanyards will be given to the students when they complete their first month of reading along with the month’s button.  Hopefully, we can get every student to read during our October kick off month so everyone can be showing off their school spirit with their lanyards all year!

Class Contest:

We will continue to hold a class contest this year.  The class with the highest overall percentage of readers over the course of the year will earn a class party this spring to celebrate their success.  The party theme and design will be agreed upon by the PAWS administrators and the teacher of the winning class.  Some past examples include snow cone and reading party, purchase of book sets for the classroom and class celebration of reading, and even a mini magic show.
Most Overall Minutes Read:  
The ONE Shadow Lake Student with the most minutes read all year will receive a prize bag full of reading and school related items.  This student will also be recognized in our end of the year reading celebration.
Support:

I "PAWS" to READ would not be possible without the great support of the parents, staff, and Shadow Lake PTA.  The PTA provides the majority of monitory support for PAWS by designating funds earned for the school through fundraisers like Fall cookie dough, spring flowers, and the Read-a-Thon.

By becoming a member of PTA or by participating in fundraising events throughout the year, parents are also supporting non-fundraising activities like the PAWS program.

The Paws program has always tried to help support itself to allow more PTA funds to be used elsewhere. If you feel this program is worthwhile for your additional support, please think about what you might be able to provide in the way of prizes for our end of the year celebrations, supply donations, or monetary prizes that help offset program costs.  
Ideas of items sponsorships have provided in the past include Barnes and Noble gift cards, book lights, books, pencils, pens, dictionaries, study guides, organizers, and journals.  A large portion of our budget is used for an end of the year celebration.  This year we are hoping to bring Magician Jeff Evans back for another show.  Jeff was such a hit with the teachers and kids; we would love to have him return for an encore presentation and family magic night.  
Thank you for your support of the PAWS program and the support of reading in your children's lives!

Please feel free to email Michelle Behrendt at m.behrendt@msn.com or Lorie Thomas at billandlorie@comcast.net with any questions or suggestions about the program.






